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SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUN.

OF SOUTH CAROLINA.
dn Senate of the United States Auzust 23,
1841 On the Distributinn Bill.
{coxcrLune:.]

The portiou ihat might tall to the States
not indebted, or those not desply so, would!
probably for the most part be pledzed as _-.,:
fund on which 1o m:ke new loans fur new
schemes similar to those for which the exist-|
ing State debts were contracted. [t mav
not be applied so at first: but such would
most likely be i'e pplication on the fira
Swe“ of the ude of l‘xp'"i-i,on, Slll'["ll*i!l:
one half of the whole sum 1o he derived
from the lands sh uld be so applied: estime-
ting the income Irm that souree at five nul-
lions, the half winld furnish the husis of o
new debt of forty or fifty miilions.  Stock
to that amount would be ereated. would find
e wav to foreton markets: and would torn, |
as ‘!Thél’ stocks of hke kind have, i swelling |
the tide of imporis in the first instanee, but |
in the end by dimishinge them 1o an amount |
equal to the interest on the sum borrowed, |
and cutting offin the same proportion the |
permanent revenue from the customs:—and |
this, when the whole snpport of the Gavern- |
meal is about to be thrown exelusively on
the fareizn eommerce of the countre. So
much for the permanent ellects in a financl
view, of this measure.

The sweiline of the fide ol imports, inthe
first instenee, from the loans, would lead ta a
corresponding flush of revenue, and that to
extravagant expenditures, to be fullowed by '
embarrassments of the Treasurv, and a glnt .
of goods, which would bring on 21 correspond-
ing pressure on the manufactures: when my
friend from Massachusetis, (Mr. Bites.) and
other Senators from that quarter, would ery
out for additional protection, to goard against |
the necessary conseguences ol the very mea-
sures they are now so urgently pressing|
throuzh the Senate. Such would be lhe-l
consequences of this measure, regrdgd as |
one of finance, and in reference to its inter-
pal operation. It is mot possible but lhui
such a measure, so unequal and unjust pe-l
tween State and State, section and section |
—be'ween those who live by their own|
means and industry, and those who live or|
expect 1o live on the public erib—wonld add |
greatly to that discord and strife within, and |
weakness withcut, which is necessarily con-
sequent on the entire svstem of measures ol
which it forms a part. .

But its mischievous effects on the exterior|
relations of the country would not be linnted |
to ‘ts indirect consequences. There it would |
stuike a directand deadly blow, by with-
drawing entirely from the (defences of the|
eountrv one of the two sources of the reve-|
nue, and that much ti_ae most permanent nnd‘,
growing. Iiis now in the power of Cun-|
gress to pledge permanenily this great and
increasing fund to that important object—to
completinz the system of fortifications, and

d maintaining a gallant

ilding. equipping. an ! _
‘::"‘r?.nglt:‘vaspprnpased to strike out _lhe‘
whole bill; to expunge the detested project !
of distribution; and to sut_:smulr in its |>Inc$
the revenue iroin the public lands, asa pe™
manent fund, sacred to the defences of the
pat:il;:gc and truly statesmanlike proposition
come?! From the far and gallant west; from
a ator (Mr. Linn) of a State the most re-
mote from the ocean, and secure from dan-

r. And by whoné was it \i'_uled d::?';:

range I, by Senators from maratir
g:ntei——éot:fes.m}taﬁl exposed, and having the
deepest interest in the measure defeated by
their own representatives on this floor —
Wonderful as it may seem, Luowisiana, Mis-
sissippi, Georgia, and Seuth Carolina, each

ve a vote against it.

L 8

y

]
from Maine.
JL Temeny
these votes from States
ing $0 deep an interest in
eountry, werec s
iving gratuitously a lar
?:n?frl:::!dw public domain to wealthy B
tish canitalists, and against the proposition
for applying it permanent
purpose of
msult and daager.
York and New England,

was cast agiins! it.

the defence of the

large portion of the

e mies W MBae e

| 8 vote against one best calculated to afford

¢ I'be, it is still' more stran:

, mercial and navigating States, in all sober-

| which your interest and glory are xo closely
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of millions of property and somany thousand
of hardy and enterprising sailors annpally.
afloat, should give so{arge a vote fora mea.
sure above all éthers the most calculated to
withdraw protection from both, and so small

tary establishment, to keep up of our purt,
to gnard our cuast, ten times the force, af
many limes the cost to garrisal our nume
rous forts. Aidea by the swi of steam.
she could menace at the san® Wme ever:
point of our coast; while we, igaarant of thr
time or point where the blow might fall.
would have to stand prepared,- st every mo
ment and at cvery-point, to repealher attack.
A hundred thousand men constigtly under
arms would be insufficient for the purpose:
and we would be compalied.to y#ld, in the
end. inglorionsly, without striki - a blow,
simply from the exhaustionof . .-eans,
Some other mode of defencs lien, mus
ve sdught. There ts done éfher but thie na-
vy. L of course include steam as well as
saile.  If we want to defend our coast and
protect our rights abroad, it isabsolutely nec-
essarv. The only questions are, how far our
naval force ought to be carried; and to what
lextent it would supersede the system of tor
lifications?
Before | enter on the consideration of this

them protection! . But strange as, that may
that the »staple
States,—the States that will receive solittle
from distribution, and which must pay so
mueh to make vp the deficiency it will:cayse
~-Siates o defenceless’ ok tieir maratime
frontier—should cast so large a vgte for their
own oppression. and again<t therr own de-
fence! Can folly, can mri= i~fatoation, be
the cangg one.nr both. go firthert <

Let me <ay to the Senators from the com-

|

ness, that there is now.a warm_and gener-
ous feeling diffused throughout the entire
Union in favor of the arm of defence with

identified. Is it wise, by any act of yours,
to weaken or alienate such feelings?” And

conld vendo an act more directly calculated inpartant point,I owe it to myself and the
to do sn?  Remember, it isa deep principle |subject to premises that my policy is peace,
of our nature notto regard the safety ot land that I look to the navy but as the right
those who do not regard their own. It you |arm of defence—not as an instrument of con-
are indifferent 1o vour awn safety, you must r/!mt!'w‘ :!.L'm'tmd::ﬂm.'n!. Our road to great-
not be surprised il those less interested |ness, ns | said on a late oceasion, lies not
should beeome still more so. over ruins of others. Providence hasbestow-

But as much as the defences of the coun-
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WHOLE NUMBER 459.

tifications, g:‘xc;zt al important points, and
such as might be necessary in refarence to i i
he navy itself, to the great relief of lha!:x;;fmt m%r:e{: :E:?f:;:" d;}m‘;
Creasury, and saving of means to be applied -
to the navy, where it would be far more ef. ¢ imports. They tended to decreass ra-
ficient. Theless considerate points might be  ther than increase their amount.  Of the ex-
safely left to the defence of cheap works, gzzt" I shall select domestic articles
ufficient to repel plundering ntlacks; as no|Pecause they only are ted by the rate
large fleet, such as would be able to meet us, ©f the duties; as the duties on foreign arti-
with sucha naval force as that proposed, ¢1% paid or secured by bond on their im-
wvou'd ever think of disgracing itself by at. PROrfation,arereturned on reshipment. With
tacking places so inconsiderable. these explanatory remarks, I'shall now pro-
Assuming, then, that a navy is indispensa-,cc"[ to the Comparison. . .
tle to onr defence, and that ave lessthan that|  Lhe amount in value of domestic articles
|supposed wouid Le in a great weasgre use- expoited for 1825 was $66,944,745 and in
less, we are naturaily led 15 fook Tntd (e W00 Moo 1900 10,102,029, making a falling
sources of our naval power preparatory to s under the high tarill” system during that
the constderation of the question, how they Period. of $7,482.718. Divide the period
will be effected by imposing n commerce P10 W0 cqual parts, of three years eachy
the additional burden this bill would make a1d it will be found that the falling off in the
R |ageregate of the latter part; compared to the
Two elements are mnecessary to n,.‘.a]i_former. is §13.030,255; showing an average
power—sailors and money. A navy is an t0nual decrease of $4,963,318 during the
expensive force and is only formidable when | 1atter part, compared with the former.
manned with regularly-bred sailors. In our| The result will be found very different on
case, both of these depend on commerce,— | tuTRing to the period from 1830, when the
Commerce is indispensable to form a com-|eduction of the duties commenced, to 1840,
mercial marine, and that to form 2 naval!during the whole of which the reduction has
marine; whence commerceis with us, if this| Peen going on. The value of domestic ex-
bill should pass, the only <ource of revenue. |POTS ,._"" 1831 was $61,277,057, and for.
A flourishing commerce is, then, in every re- 1340 8113,895,634, making a_diflerence of

{tothe imports which would make the

try would be weakened directly by the with-
drow.l of so large a fund, the blow would be
by o menns o heavy as that which in its
would fall on  them. That
wold presivze e right arm of our power.

CONSEGHBNeeE,

ed cn us a new and vast region, abcunding
in resources beyvoond any country of the same

spect, the basis of our naval power; and crip-
ple commerce is 1o cripple that power—to

extent on the globe.  Qurs 1sa peaceful task
—to improve this rich mheritance! to level |
its forests; cultivate its fertile soil; develope
its vast mineral resource; give the greatest

paralyze the right arm of our defence.  But
the imposition of onerous duties on commerce
is the most certain way to eripple it.  Ience
this detestable and mischievous measure,

552,018,577, equal o eighty-three per cent.
{(omitting fractions) for the ten years. If
 the period be divided into two equal prris of
five years each, the increase of the latter,
compared to the former, will be found to be
' §139,009,371: making an average annual in-

T andersiand Rilly how it would have that | rapidity and facility of intercourse between
L we st ook not only  to the amount | j1s wiJo[y extended parts; stud its wide sur-
of thie stm 1o be withdrawn, but also on|face with flourishing cities, towns, and villa-
what the burden would fall to make up thelges: spread over our richly cultivated fields.
defizency—It would fall on the commer-e So vastis our country that generations after
of the country, exacily where it would do|penerations may jass away in executing this
most to eripple the means of defence. Toltask during the whole of which time we
e strate the truth of what I state. it will be| would be rising more surely and rapidly in
necessaty toingquire what would be our best | numbers, wealth, greatness, and influence,
system of defence. And that would involve |than any other people have ever done by
the prior question,—from what guarter are arms  But to carry oul successfully this,
we most exposed 1o danger? With that, 1 our true plan of acquiring greatness and hap-
shall aceordingly begin, Ipine=s, itis not of itsell sufficient to have

Thera 1s but one nation on the globe from  peace and tranquility within. These are in-
which we have any thing serious to appre- deed necessary, in order to leave the States
Read; but that is the miest powarful that now and their citizens in the full and undisturbed

teaniste, or ever did exist. [ refer te Great |owession of their resonrces and energy, by

Britain.  Sne s eifect onr near neyrhbor wiveh 1o work out.in gegerons rivaley, the
thouzh. the wide Athntic divides use  Her it dosting which eerfAiniy awaitsonr coun-
coloniul possessions siretch a'ong the whole try if we <honld be bat true 10 ourselves.—
extent of our eastern and northern Lodere, Bur, as vaportant as they may be, it is not
from the At'antic to the Pucthe veenn.  Here el leas < ta have sifety azainst external
prwer and innence extend over the nnwers doneeconl the mflusnes and resnectability
ous Indian tribes seattered along our western airooud neesssary 1o seenre onr exterior in- |
border from our northern boundary to the terestsand richt< (so imzortant ta oor pros-
infant republic of Texas. But it1s on our perity) agains® ageression. | lookto a navy
maratime frontier, extending from the moush fur these objects; and itis within the limits
of the Sabine tothat of St Croix—a distance, (they assign | would confine its rrowth. To
with the undulations, of the coast of thon- what extent, then, with these views, onght
sinds of’ miles deeply indented with bays and our navy to be earried? Inmv opinon, any
navigable rivers,and studded with our great navy less than that which would give us .he
commercial emporiums;—it is there, on that habitaal ecommand af our own ecoast and seas,
long lime of frontier, that she is the most wounld be littde short of useless. One that
powerful, and we the weakest and most vul- | eould be derived from sea and kept in harbor
nerable. Itis there she stands ready, with by the force which Great Britain could safe-
her powarful navy, sheltered in the comman- |y and constantly allat to our esast, would be
ding positions of llalilax Bermuda, and the of but little miore service than in avxiliary
Bahamas, to strike a blow at any point she aid 10 our fortificarions in defending our har-
may select on this longz line of coast.  Such bors and maritime eities, | wonld be almost
is the quarter from which only wehave duan- as pissive as they are, and wonld do nothing
ger to appr-hend; and the imnortant inquiry 1o duninish the expense, which [have known
which next presents itself is, how can we would be so exhausting, to defend the coast
best defend ourselves against a power so for  exclusively by fortifieations.
midable, thus touching us on all points, ex-| Bt the difficult question still remains to
cepting the small portion of our boundary be so'ved—\What naval furce wonld be suf-
along which Texas joins us? ficient for that purpose? Tt will not be ex-
Every portion of our extended frontierde- | pected that I should give moure thann con-
mands attention, inland as wellas maritime? jectural answer to sucha question. I have
but with this striking difference:—that on|neither the datanor the knowledge of naval
the former, our power is much greater than | warfure to speak with any thinglike precis.
hers is greater than ours on the maritime.— 'ion; but | feel assured that the force required
There we wonld be the assailant; and what- | would be far less than what would be thought
ever works may be erected there ought to when the question is fairly propounded.—
bave reference to that fact, and look mainly | The very idea of defending ourselves on the
1o protentiag impostant points from sudden  ocean against the immense power of Great
seizure and devastation, rather than to guard | Britain on that element. has something start
against any permavent lodgment of a force ling at the first blush. Bat, as greatly as
within onr lorders. she outnumbers uy in ships and naval resour-
The difficslt problem is the defence of our [ces, we have advantages that countervail

which surrenders the only other source of, Crease for the latter period (from 1835 to 18-
revenue, and throws tthel whole burden of| 40) of 27,517,654 This rapid increase began
supporting the Government exclusively on with the grea? reduction under the compromise
commerce, aims a deadly blow at the vitals ¢t of 1833, The very next year after it
of our power. ’ passed, the domestic exports rose from

The fatal effort of high duties on com.| 331,034,162 1o §101,129,2—just like the re-
merce is no longera matter of speculation, | 0l which takes place when the weight is
This country has passed recently through|removed from the spring. )
two periods—one of protective tariffs and| But my_{riends from the manufacturing
hizh duties, and the other of reduction of du- States will doubtless say that this vast in-
ties, and the other of reduction of duties; crease of exports from reduction of duties
and we have the effects of each in our offi.| Wasconfned to the great agricultural staples,
cial tables, both as regards our tonnage and | @nd that the eflects were the reverse as to
commerce. They speak a lavguage not be | the export of domestic manufactures. With
mistaken, and far stronger than any one | their notion of protection, they cannot be
could anticipate who has not lovked into the ‘ prepared to believe that low duties are favor-
tables, or made himself well acquainted with | able to lhem; 1 ask them to give me their
the powerful operation of low duties 1n ex-; 3tiention, while Ishow how great their er-
tending navigation and commerce. As much 07 1% So il from not partaking of this
as | had anticipated from their effects, the Mty impulse 1:'_0“' the reduction they felt
reduetion of the duties—the lizhteninz of the |1t more powerfully than other articles of do-
burdens of commerce—have greatly exceed- |MESHE exparts, as I shull pow proceed to
ed my most sanguine expectations. I"h"“" from the tables. . ;

I shall bezin with the tonnage, as more! 'I_'he exports of domestic manufacgurm
imllu‘di:ll?:\' 1'--nnm'tﬂ.l \\‘ith nrn‘nl Power; d‘“"ng the _permd er.“ 1824 1o 1_832’ ll'lcll.l-
and, in order to show v e relative effects of | sive—that is, the period of the high protec.

high duties and low on our navigation I Uve duties under the tarifls of 1824 and 1528
shall compare the period from 1824; wht‘n!fe" from 59‘799'79_7 35'9-"0!533- m‘ 2
the first great inerease of protective duties decline of §679,133 during that pe 257
took place, to 1830, inclusive, when the first | This decline was progressive and nearly uni-
reduction of duties commenred, during these | '0rm from year to year, through the whole pert-
seven years, which include the operation nf:o‘l‘.rp 1333 the compromise act wa
the two protective taritls of 1824 and 1828, which re@m'ed the duties at oRce nesny halfy
that is, the reira of the hizh protective tariff, A0d has since made very considerable pro-
system—our foreion tonnage fell off from Eressive reduction. The exports of domes-
629 972tons 10 576.475, equal to 615,310, ¢ wanufactures suddenly, as if by magic,
equal to 103,880 tons—nakinz the falling off| 5?‘}‘“"4 forward and have been rapidly and
in both equal 10 267,370 tons. Yes; to that|Uni©rmly inc-easiag ever since; having risen
extent (103,880) did our our coasting ton-| 'R the cizht years from 1832 to 1840 from
nage decline—the navy tonnage, the incraase 185,050,633 o S12,103,538 a third oy i
of which, it was confident predicted by the | than double in that shert period, and that im-
protective party, would make up for c\'er_\'f""‘pdw"!v l'ollo#mg 2 gm:}t decline in the
public loss in our foreign tun]rmge frn:? their | :::‘;T;‘::f::: period of eight years, under such
miserable quack system. Instead of that, | & dulies, S 3
the l;il'iin;:l»:‘i'. in the coasting trade is even| >Such were the blighting effects of high
greater than in the foreign; proving c!e:ir!_\'['hmfs on the toannge qnd_ commerce
high duties are not less injurious at !wnml‘.’r the country, and such the invigorating ef-
e 1o the resnn tiade.. [fects of their reduction. Ihere can be no
I pass now to the period (I will not say of | Mistake. The ti:)cumenu from which the
free trade —it is far short of that) of raducing | St3'ements aze taken are among the public
of high protective duties; and now make the | Técords, and open to the inspection of all.—
the contraet between the twe. | bewin with| Theresultsare passed on the operation of
the year 1831, the first after the reduction|[® S°Ties of years, showing them (o be the
was made on a few articles, (principally cof-| cOnsequence of [.'_‘E'l and steady causes, and
fee and tea,) and will take in the entire peri-| )t accidental circumstances; while the im-
od down to the last returns—that of 1840— |Mediate and progressive decrease of tonnage,
making a period of ten vears. This period both coastwise and foreizn and of exports,
includes the great reduction under the com- | Mcluding manufnct_ured as well as other arti-
pl‘llllli!i:? act, which is not vet completed, and cles, with the \ayving on of ]‘llg*l duhel, and

in all after times, that
g ln” exposed, and hav-

cast in favor of distribution—
Bri-
ly tothe sacred
defending their own shores from

How strange that New
with their hundreds

teonsist of fonifications and navy; but the
'quesiion is, which ought to be mainly relied
on, and to whit extent the one may be con-
isidered as supirseding the other. On both
(these paoints | propuse to make a few re
marks,

Faortificatiorn, as the means of defence, are
livnle to two lrmidable ojections, either of
which is deeisive against them as an exclusive
svstem of deferce. The first is, that they
are purely defersive. Let the system be

they should be repirded as sufficient to de-
fend our maritime cities, still they cannot
comnmand respect, or give security to our
'widely spread and mportant commercial and
savigable interests,

Bat regarded sim)ly as the means of de-
ence, thay are delective. Fortifications are
rothing without mer to garrison them; and
il wishould bave ncother means of defence,
(re= Britain could ampel us with a mnde-
nite leet siationed atthe points mentioned,
Td wth but a small portion of her large mili-

5 - r
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And from what guarter dd this | maritime frentier.  That of course, must! that,in reference to the subject in hand.

|

If
she has many ships, she has also many points
to guard, and these as widely separated as
are the partsof her widely extended empire.
She is forced to keepa home fleet in the cha-
nel,—another in the Baltic,—another in the
Mediteranean,—one beyond the Cape of
Good Hope, to guard her important posses-
sions in the east, and another in the Pacific.
Our situatian is the reverse. We "have no
foreign possessions, and nota point to guard
bevond our own maritime frontier. There |

which, in its further progress, would add great-
ly to the increase, if permitted to go through
undisturbed. The tonnace in the foreizn
trade increased during that period from 576-
475 tons to 899,764, equal to 323,288 tons—
not much less than two-thirds of the whole
amount at the commencement of the period;
and the coasting for the same period in-
creased from 615,310 to 1,280,999, equal to
665,699 tons—more than double; and thistoo,
when, according to the tarifl’ doctrine, our
coasting trade ought to have fallen off, in-

North Carolina, Vir- ever so perfecithe works located to the our whole force may be concentrated, ready | creasing, (in consequence of the reduction of

the duties;) and thus incontestibly proving
that low duties are not less favorable to our

that both France and Russia have large na- domestic than to our foreign trade. The
val forces; that between us and them there |aggregate tonnage for the period has increas-
is no pgint of conﬂict; that th‘y both watch iCd from 1,191,776 to 2,1 501763’—-]!!:!]'[}’

. - are,and New Jersey greatest advantage, and planned and con-|to strike whenever a vulnerable point is ex- |
gras, M‘,:{La,:d;n?;i::ainn it. New York structed in the bist manner, and all they can | pesed. If to these advantages be added I
gave “c'_ ad every vote from New Eng- dois torepel attack. They cannot assail.—

e ‘;:?t:m from New Hampshire and one They are like ashield withouta sword. If

the naval supremecy of Great Britain with  doubled. '
is more easy than | duties in reference to tonnage is the result

jealousy; and that nothing

Such and so favorable to low

for us to keep on good terms with both Pow- | of the comparison between the two periods.

ers, especially with a respectable naval force

The comparison in reference to commerce

at our command;—it will be readily perceiv- | will prove not less so. In making the com-
ed that a force far short of thnyo?GmtIPaﬁ”ﬂ- I shall coufine myself to the ex-

Britain, would effect what I contemplate.

the commencement and progress of their
reduction. point out beyond all controversy,
high dutics to be the cause of ore, and reduc-
tion—low dutics—that of the otheir.

Let me add Mr. President. that of this
highly prosperous peried to industry, how-
ever dizastrous (o those who have over spec-
ulated, or invested their funds in rotten and
swindling institutions,) the most p rous
lof the whole; as the tables will show, 13 that
durinz the operation of the sub-treasury,—a
period when some progess was made towards
the restoration of the currency of the con-
stitution. In spite of the many difficultics
and embarrassments of that trying period,
the progressive reduction of the duties and
the gradual introduction of a sounder cyrren-
Cy, gave S0 vigorous a spring to our industry
as to overcome them all; showing clearly, if
the country was blessed will nlﬁe full and
steady operation of the two, under favorablé
circumstances. that it wouldenjoya of
prosperity exceeding what even the frieAds
of that measure anticipated.

]|port trade, not because it gives results
would say a force equal to one-third of hers |inore favorable,—for
would suffice; but if not, certainly less than | but because the heavls loans contracted b

e reverse is the fact,;

half would. And if so,anaval force of thar  the States daring the Jatter period (between

size would enable us to dispense wi
:

th all for- 1830 and 1841) gavd a fictitious increase firsr of these from 1824 to 1852, 5

It will be in vain for the advocates of high
duties to seek for a cifferent explanation of
the' cause of these striking and convincing
facts in the history of the twwo perinds, The
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